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Raising Your Own Waterfowl 
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Emmett Wild 


Why Raise Ducks? 


٠ Fast growing, eat slugs 
e Fun personalities 
e Hardier than chickens, love our climate! 


* Ducks were first domesticated in SE Asia 0 
years ago, later in Egypt and Europe, then S 


Brief History ےہ‎ >> 
e 133 species of wild ducks 


٠ Domestic ducks 1-15 pounds 
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Why Raise Geese? 


Large and fast growing 

Fun personalities 

Free range well 

Hardy, and tolerant of our weather! 


Brief History 


Geese were first 
domesticated over 4,000 
years ago in Egypt 


Independently 
domesticated in Europe, 
Asia, and North Africa 
Wild geese weigh 7-10 Ibs 


Domestic geese can 
weigh up to 26 5 


Goose Breeds: Three Classes 


٠ Heavy 


e Medium 
e Light 


Toulouse i 
African 


@HWF 


Heavy Class 


Enibdefí 


©HWF 
wet 


Tufted Roman 


White and Brown Chinese l 
Light Class 


Egyptian 
Canadian 
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Where to buy Goslings? 


e Feed stores 
» Hatcheries 


* Breeders 


SE ‘Hatcheries ship’ ducklings | in batches 
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Feed 


Age/stage Nutritional needs Emmett's top feed 
recommendation 


0-2 weeks old 18-20% protein Feed a crumble and -Flock Raiser crumbles 
Ca:P =1:1 finely chopped fresh 
B-vitamins greens 
recommended 
3-8 weeks 16-18% protein Switch to pellets -Conway Broiler Pellet 
Ca:P 21:1 Watch for leg 85 -Flock Raiser Pellet 
deformities 
9-13 weeks 16% protein Begin transition to -Conway Broiler Pellet 
Ca:P 21:1 mature duck feed -Flock Raiser Pellet 
Laying (Feb-July 8. 16-18% protein Increase protein w/ -Mazuri Waterfowl 
Sept-Oct) Ca=3% increasing heat -Gamebird Breeder 
P=0.65% Ensure high 
vitamins/minerals 
Holding/Maintenance 14% protein Whole grains a good -Mazuri 
(Nov-Jan) Ca:P =1:1 choice -Gamebird 
Maintenance 
Molting (July-Aug) 16-18% protein Add oily foods for feather -Gamebird flight 
health conditioner 
Use oats to manage -Oats 


growth -Cat kibbles 
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Triplex duck pen for small flock of 6 to 4 


4 x 8-foot duck- 
house positioned 


ane back — Grass-covered paddock 
0-99 5 fenced with 4- to 5-foot-high 
fencing and providing 100 tc 
4 200 square feet of area per 
8 x 10-foot bedded 
yard tightly fenced duck. Ducks should be kepi 
with 4- to 6-foot-high off turf in wet weather or 


poultry fencing when irrigating it. 
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Biosecurity 


* Keep facilities clean 
* Minimize contact with other birds 


٠ Keep poultry dusts and sprays ہے سا پل‎ 
hand | 


your "de ido for‏ ح-ه 
parasites -+‏ 


٠ Remove sick birds from the flock 


Disease and Deformities 


٠ Common waterfowl ailments 

٥ Caused by unsanitary living environment 
* Asperigillosis 
e Coccidiosis 
e Chronic wet feathers 
٠ Foamy eyes 
* Foot sores 

* Caused by diet 
* Angel wing or slipped wing 


Butchering 


+ Butcher geese at 10 or 24 weeks of age 
"Butcher duck$ at 8 or 18 weeks of age 


e Do not feed for 12 pu beigre 
butchering — j 


> / 


= 


Egg Production 


* Best production with 14 hours light 
* Encourage use of nest boxes 

* High quality feed 

e Begin laying at 17-24 weeks 


Well 
developed 
paunch 


pere 


jê 116 attached nests on this practical duckhouse make egg-gathering easier. 


Breeding 


e Select breeders that are: 
— Display good breed characteristics 
— Are free of physical deformities 
— Have strong growth rates and egg production 
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Natural Incubation 


Ensure brooding female has a pen to herself 
Ensure bedding and nesting material are clean 
Remove eggs if more than hen can 
comfortably set on (usually 5-12 eggs) 

Natural incubation usually results in higher 
hatch rate 

Broody birds will stop laying, and produce 
fewer eggs per year 


Artificial Incubation 


Lower hatch rate, but more offspring per year 
Keep gathering eggs, and the birds keep laying 
Ensure high humidity for duck & goose eggs 
99.5 degrees F 

55% humidity for first 26 days, then 75% for 
remaining days 

Duck eggs take 28 days to hatch 

Geese take 28-35 days depending on breed 
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